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Advocacy Committee Reports on Housing Disparity 
in the La Crosse Area 
 
The events of 2020 have made vivid the importance and precariousness of safe and affordable 
housing for people in poverty. Recent incidents have also highlighted the urgent need for 
solutions that advance racial equity and justice. 
 
We did not arrive at this moment by accident. A century of housing and land use policies as 
well as income and wage disparities have denied poor and Black households’ access to 
homeownership, educational opportunities, bank credit, and neighborhood opportunities 
offered to wealthy and white households. We have a moral obligation to rectify this harm and 
to correct those policies that continue to disadvantage poor and Black households.  
 
The extent of today’s housing disparities is stark and extend beyond homeownership to the 
even more pressing challenge of just being able to afford safe, affordable shelter. Anyone 
spending more than 30% of their pre-tax income on mortgage or rental payments each month 
are considered “cost burdened,” while those paying more than 50% are “severely cost 
burdened.” Nationwide, this translates to approximately half of all renters and nearly a quarter 
of homeowners being cost burdened. Locally, nearly a quarter of all Black households are 
severely cost burdened, while the rate is half that for white households. Not surprisingly, the 
extremely low-income (at or below 30% of the medium income of any given area) are severely 
cost-burdened, accounting for nearly 72% of all severely cost-burdened renter households in 
the U.S. With record job loss, reduced unemployment assistance, and the expiration of eviction 
and foreclosure moratoriums across the nation, these cost burdens will result in the loss of 
homes for huge numbers of poor and Black households across the United States. 
 
Other housing disparities exist across the nation and in the La Crosse Area regarding unsafe 
housing conditions including age of structure, occupancy density, and safety. Wages, savings, 
and wealth accumulation between different races and income classes continues to widen, 
making safe and affordable housing harder and harder to access for disadvantaged 
populations. 
 
In 2019, Habitat for Humanity La Crosse Area formed the Housing Advocacy Committee. This 
committee represents a grassroots collaboration of local stakeholders concerned with safe and 
affordable housing.  

The Housing Advocacy Committee is working on bringing attention to the community 
challenges regarding safe, affordable housing, to include tenant’s rights, as well as advocating 
for legislation and policy changes addressing these challenges at the state and local level.  We 
will also be supporting national efforts led by Habitat for Humanity International’s Cost of Home 
campaign.  It is important to acknowledge that these efforts must informed by the enduring 
challenges created by the legacy of systemic racism in housing policy.  
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Habitat for Humanity La Crosse Area owes its beginnings to grassroots housing advocacy. 
Incorporated in 1992, Habitat for Humanity was born from the momentum created by a march 
through La Crosse to bring attention to the needs of affordable housing in our community. 
Twenty-eight years later, we must continue marching forward until decent, safe, and affordable 
housing is equally available for all of our citizens. We know we can do better. We know we 
must do better. 
 
 
 
 


