
Over time, monitor your terrarium’s water needs based on how dry
the soil is. For terrariums with closed lids, if water is dripping down from
the top, open the lid to let some evaporate. Likewise, you may need to
add more if it looks parched. You shouldn’t need to water them very
often.
- If you see water pooling in the bottom-it is too much.
– If leaves die or wilt, remove them from the terrarium
immediately to maintain the health of the little eco system. If an entire
plant dies, take it out.
– Don’t place in direct sunlight. Remember that these are
essentially little greenhouses and direct sunlight through the glass will
trap heat and scorch the plants. Place in indirect light for best results.

 
Glass container with small opening or lid
Pea gravel
Landscape cloth or piece of screen
Potting mix-moist but not wet
Terrarium plants in 2” pots
Tools-fork, chop stick, spoon on chopstick, tongs
Mosses, decorative rocks, figurines…

Take plant out of pot and break up the roots a
bit, make a hole in the potting mix to fit the root ball, and tuck
plant into soil-might needs tongs or the help of chopsticks to
bury the plants roots. The plants leaves should not touch the side
of the glass-don’t overcrowd-it will grow.

DIY Terrarium Instructions

 Choose glass container that has a small opening on the top or
a lid. Clean it well and dry it well. Spray with glass
cleaner and rinse with hot water.

Add small gravel or rocks for drainage.(lots of instructions suggest
using Horticultural or Activated charcoal-these are two different
things and neither is really needed or lasts long enough to be helpful)

Add a layer of soil that is 1-2”deep depending on the size of
container and plant. The shorter the soil area, the less the plant
will grow.

Step 6

Materials Needed:

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Cut a piece of landscape cloth, screen, or other material to cover
the gravel layer.

Step 5

Add any other desired decorative rocks, mosses, figurines
mist with water.

Tips and Care


